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PREFATORY NOTE. 



The district within which I have undertaken to 
study practical cooperation includes the states and 
territories of Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Mis- 
souri, Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, Utah and Wyo- 
ming. The marking out of this district was entirely 
a matter of personal convenience and of agreement 
between myself and certain co-workers. The his- 
tories of the individual cooperative undertakings of 
this section — with the exception of those in Utah — 
do not differ greatly from those that will be described 
by other writers. Therefore, with the object of avoid- 
ing virtual repetition, the facts will be arranged in 
slightly different groups, and so an attempt made by 
a somewhat different classification to get additional 
light upon certain phases of the history of coopera- 
tion in this country. 

Cooperation among farmers in the states named 
is for the most part of the past, while cooperation 
among wage-earners, so far as practical operations 
are concerned, is mainly of the future. The under- 
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takings of the first class will, then, be studied in their 
special relations, and will be found of value* chiefly 
as giving data for studying the causes of failure, 
and for estimating the indirect value of cooperative 
enterprises that fail. As regards the second class, 
little more can at present be attempted than proph- 
ecy by description. A third class of cooperative 
undertakings, distinctly isolated from most of the 
conditions of the modern industrial organization, are 
those to be found among the Mormons. These have 
been recently pointed to as models for workingmen 
to copy, and in the last section of this monograph 
their organization, methods and results will be ex- 
amined as thoroughly as the facts at hand permit. 



